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Individual Decision

Title of Report: Salt Bin Provision, Holborne Close, Newbury

Report to be
considered by:

Forward Plan Ref: ID1356

Councillor Keith Chopping on: 15 February 2007

Purpose of Report:

Recommended Action:

Reason for decision to be taken:

List of other options considered:

Key background documentation:

To consider a request to relocate or remove a salt bin in
Holborne Close, Newbury.

~ That the Executive Member for Planning and Highways
approves that the salt bin in Holborne Close should be retained
in its current position.

The majority of respondents to the consultation asked that the bin
be left in its present position. Removing the salt bin from Holborne
Close could expose the Council to potential third party insurance
claims from the public.

None.

e Winter Service Plan 2006/2007

Portfolio Member:  Councillor Keith Chopping
Tel. No.: 01189 834625
E-mail Address: kchopping@westberks.gov.uk

Contact Officer Details

West Berkshire Council

Name: Melvyn May
Job Title: Highways Manager 7
Tel. No.: 01635 519873
E-mail Address: mmay@westberks.gov.uk
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Supporting Information

1
1.1

1.2

1.3

14

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

Background

West Berkshire Council adopted the Winter Service Plan 2006/07 on 25 September 2006 following an
Individual Decision by Councillor Keith Chopping, Portfolio Member for Planning and Highways.

For the winter service period 1 November 2006 to 16 April 2007, 243 salt bins have been provided
across the district at the locations defined within the Winter Service Plan.

The Council's criteria for placing a new salt bin is defined within the Winter Service Plan as follows:

o The bin should not be sited on a primary salting route unless it is intended for use on an
adjoining road, which is not on the route;

e It should only be sited where there is a steep and/or hazardous gradient, and where there are
occupied buildings near by;

o [t must be possible for a lorry to gain access in order to install the bin and fill it with salt;
o In cases of special need bins can be provided at Council offices and day centres.

o Funding must be available in the appropriate budget.

Holborne Close is a residential cul de sac off Glendale Avenue, Newbury. The road is on a steep
gradient and satisfies the Council's Policy for provision of a salt bin. Following an assessment of the
site, the junction of Holborne Close with Glendale Avenue was identified as the preferred location.

Historically, the salt bin has been sited outside 2 Glendale Avenue. This site was chosen as the
preferred location due to the protection afforded by a boundary wall, a clear sight line and a sufficiently
wide footway to allow the safe movement of pedestrians.

In 2005/06 the owner of 2 Glendale Avenue objected to the siting to the salt bin outside her property on
grounds of security. To placate the complainant, the salt bin was temporarily moved to the opposite
side of the junction whilst the site was re-assessed for a suitable alternative location. From the
assessment, no alternative site was identified and the decision was made to return the salt bin to its
original location outside 2 Glendale Avenue for the 2006/07 winter season.

Following the placement of the salt bin on site during late October 2006, a letter was received from the
owner of 2 Glendale Avenue via Richard Benyon MP requesting that the salt bin be re-sited due to the
perceived threat from it being used by burglars and rapists to access her property.

Officers have reassessed the site and have concluded that the salt bin does not pose a threat as
described within the letter. There are no records on file to support the threat and as the photograph in
Appendix 2 shows, there is a permanently sited jointing cabinet of approximately the same height as
the salt bin which could also be used as a means to mount the low garden wall which surrounds the
property.
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1.9  To ascertain local opinion on this issue, a consultation letter was sent to all 13 properties in Holborne
Close on 4 January 2007. Both Ward Members were also asked for their opinion. The consultation
letter asked residents to choose between the following options:

e Option 1 - retain the salt bin at its current position.
e  Option 2 - remove the bin permanently from this location.

1.10 Of the 13 questionnaires issued to residents, 9 were returned. The results can be summarised as
follows:

o No respondents want the bin removed from Holborne Close:
o 7 respondents want the bin to remain in its present location;

e 2 respondents suggested that the bin should be moved further up the hill in Holborne Close.

2 Recommendations

2.1 The majority of local residents would prefer the bin to remain at its current location outside 2 Glendale
Avenue as detailed within the Winter Service Plan 2006/07. Officers therefore recommend that this be

formally endorsed.

Appendices

Appendix 1 - Location plan.
Appendix 2 - Photograph showing salt bin in existing location

Implications

Policy: The Winter Service Policy ensures as far as is reasonably practicable
that the road network in West Berkshire is maintained to a safe standard
during the winter months for all highway users including residents as well
as those travelling through the District. In accordance with the current
Winter Service Plan 2006/7, the site satisfies the criteria for providing a
salt bin.

Financial: The cost of placing a salt bin on site is £64.39. This includes the cost of
salt and returning the bin to the store at the end of the winter period. The
cost is funded from within existing highway budgets.

Personnel: None arising from this report.

Legal: Following a House of Lords ruling, the Council has had a statutory duty

since 10 October 2003 to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that
safe passage along a highway is not endangered by snow or ice.

Removing a salt bin mid way through a winter could leave the Council
open to third party insurance claims as previous users would no longer
have access to salt.

West Berkshire Council Individual Decision 3 15 February 2007
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Environmental:

Equalities:
Partnering:

Consultation Responses

Members:
Lead_er of Council:

Select Committee Chairmen:

P&L Committee Chairman
(where appropriate):

Ward Members:

Opposition Spokesperson:
Advisory Members:

Local Stakeholders:
Officers Consulted:

Trade Union:

There are issues surrounding the impact of rock salt on the environment
especially flora such as grass.

None arising from this report.
None arising from this report.

Not consulted at this time
Not consulted at this time

Not appropriate

Councillors Val Bull and Caroline Suggett support the majority view of
leaving the salt bin in its present location.

Councillor Keith Woodhams supports the Ward Members view.
Not appropriate

All residents of Holborne Close have been consulted.

Mark Edwards, Michele Sherman

Not Applicable

West Berkshire Council

Individual Decision 15 February 2007
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APPENDIX 1

Location map

!
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APPENDIX 2

Photograph of salt bin in existing location
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Individual Decision

West Berkshire Forward Plan - March 2007 to June
2007

Leader of Council on: 15t February 2007

Title of Report:

Report to be
considered by:

Forward Plan Ref:  1D1159

Purpose of Report: To advise Members of items to be considered by West
Berkshire Council over the next 4 months.

Recommended Action: That the Leader of the Council agree and where appropriate
amend the West Berkshire Council Forward.

Reason for decision to be taken: It is a statutory requirement that a Forward Plan be produced.

List of other options considered: N/A

Key background documentation: None

Portfolio Member:  Councillor Graham Jones
Tel. No.: (01235) 762744
E-mail Address: giones@westberks.gov.uk

Contact Officer Details

Name: David Cook
Job Title: Policy Executive
Tel. No.: = 01635 519475

E-mail Address: dcook@westberks.gov.uk
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Supporting Information

1. Background

1.1 The Forward Plan attempts to cover all decisions, not just those made by the Executive, which the
Authority intends to make over the next 4 months. The Forward Plan, attached as Appendix A, also
shows the decision path of each item so far including Council, Executive and Overview and Scrutiny
Committee.

1.2 Aspart of the continuing development of the Forward Plan we have now incorporated all Plans and

Policies which are required to be approved by the Council under the Constitution. These items have
been linked to the appropriate meetings of the Executive and Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Appendices

Appendix A - Executive Forward Plan — March 2007 to June 2007

Implications
Policy: As set out in the report
Financial: ' There are no financial implications for the Council

Consultation Responses

Members:

Leader of Council: Leader of the Council was consulted by letter on the 19 January 2007

Overview & Scrutiny OSC Chairman consulted by letter on the 19 January 2007

Commission Chairman:

Ward Members: N/a

Opposition Spokesperson: N/a

Policy Development N/a

Commission Chairman: ‘

Local Stakeholders: The West Berkshire Council Forward Plan will be published the first working day
after the Individual Decision is signed.

Officers Consulted: Nick Carter, John Ashworth, Margaret Goldie, Teresa Bell, Steve Clark,
. Katharine Durrant and there has been widespread consultation with senior
managers across the Authority on the content of the Forward Plan. Given its
rolling nature this consultation will be ongoing.

Trade Union: Not sought
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APPENDIX A
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